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ignoble flight. Saul's army immedi-
ately follow up this advantage, and
thus a mighty victory is won.

The Symbolism of Our Lesson.
This incident of David's victory over
Goliath may well serve as the symbol
of the victory of Christianity over
the forces of evil. Geliath represents
the world with all its power for evil,
while David represents the Church
of Christ, which, if faithful to the
trust committed' to its care, will, in
the end, win as glorious a victory
over all the hosts of evil as did David
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NOTES ON THE SUNDAY SCHOOL

LESSON FOR AUGUST 9.

David and Goliath.
(1 Samuel 17:38-49- .)

Golden Text: If God be for us,
who can be against us. (Romans
8:31.)

In order to a full understanding
of the lesson before us the whole of
the seventeenth chapter of the First
Book of Samuel should be read. The
early part of the chapter tells us of
the gathering of the Philistine army
against Saul. We see the host of
Israel assembled to resist the Philis-
tine invasion. The two armies face
each other on opposite mountains
with a valley between them. Each
army occupies an advantageous posi-

tion, but both of them hesitate to
cross the intervening valley and be-

gin the assault. Meanwhile Goliath,
the huge Philistine giant, daily pa-

rades before Israel's army and dares
any one to come and fight him in
single combat.

David's three eldest brothers are in
Israel's host, and David is sent by
his father Jesse to carry them some
provisions. While performing this
errand David hears of Goliath, and
stirred by the shameful plight of
his countrymen, offers himself to
fight the Philistine champion.

Useless Armour. Saul who at first
was unwillingto allow such a strip-
ling as David to attack Golipth, at
length consents and offers his coat
of armour to the brave youth. But
for David it is worse than useless,
and in courteous terms he declines
it, and proceeds armed only with the
simple arms which he was accus-
tomed to use in his shepherd life.

Efficient Weapons. With a staff
in his hands and his sling in his hand
five smooth stones out of the brook,
in his shepherd's bag, David was
fully equipped to meet his giant foe.
The dexterity which is attained by
the shepherds of Palestine in the use
of the sling is one of the striking
features of Eastern life. David
seems to have been an adept in the
use of this weapon, and now the
skill with which he had formerly de-

fended his father's flocks from the
attacks of a loin and a bear finds
opportunity for service in the de-
fense of his country.

The Secret of David's Courage.
David's confidence was in marked
contrast to the boastful snirit of the
giant whom he opposed. Goliath
came to the combat, full of arrogant
self-assertio- n, and relying upon his
superior physical strength for
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State of North Carolina, .

Insurance Department,
Raleigh, July 15, 1903.

I, James R. Young, Insurance Commis-
sioner, do hereby certify that the above is atrue and correct abstract of the statement ofthe Ladles of the Maccabees of the World, a
Fraternal Order, of Port Huron, Michigan,
filed with this Department, showing thecondition of said Com pany, on the 81st day
of December, 1902.

Witness my hand and official seal, the dayand date above written.
JAMES R. YOUNG,

Insurance Commissioner.
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